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7% in the European Parliament





Parliamentary Highlights – July 2008


Lisbon Treaty should be buried

Conservatives in the European Parliament have said that Irish voters have shown that the EU can only develop with the consent of the people.  Speaking in a European Parliament debate following the decisive rejection of the Lisbon Treaty in the Irish referendum, Philip Bushill-Matthews MEP, who was officially elected Leader of the Conservative Delegation in the European Parliament on 17 June, said:

“Through the Irish referendum result we heard the people speak, and their verdict was clear. The answer was a very simple ‘No’. The lesson all must learn is that politicians must stop trying to impose their own ideas and start listening to the people. At issue is in which direction should Europe go, not at what speed.  The EU is supposed to be about people, not politicians. So it needs not only to be driven by the people – but seen to be driven by the people.
“The Treaty can only take effect if ratified by all 27 Member States. Following the Irish referendum result, the ratification process cannot be completed.  Gordon Brown should get the message, stop dithering and stop the UK ratification process without delay.”
Mr Bushill-Matthews added:  “It is time for Prime Ministers across the EU to stop talking as if they know best and start listening to those that matter – the people. The Commission said in advance that if the Treaty was rejected by any country there was no plan B. There should be a Plan B now: B is for burial.  The Treaty is finally dead: we should listen to the people and make sure it is finally buried.”
Conservative victory over recycling targets
In June, Conservative MEP Caroline Jackson brokered a deal on new EU waste legislation that will establish, for the first time, EU-wide waste recycling targets.  Under the Waste Framework Directive, 50% of paper, metal, plastic, and glass from household waste (and 70% for construction and demolition waste) must be recycled as from 2020.  However, the directive also makes clear that each country should set about achieving the targets as it sees fit, so there are no one-size-fits-all stipulations.  Dr Jackson said: “We have transformed the directive into a campaigning law aimed at bringing quality of life issues onto the European agenda.  Conservatives have scored a success because we have agreed achievable targets for recycling and also agreed that each country can achieve them as it sees fit.  This is all about David Cameron's green agenda and all about subsidiarity.”
MEPs demand high water quality standards
 

In June, the European Parliament voted in favour of new a directive on water quality that will set tough new Europe-wide quality standards for more than 30 chemical substances found in rivers, lakes and coastal areas in Europe.  Conservative MEP Robert Sturdy, who spent more that two years steering the directive through the legislative process said:  “This is the final piece in the jigsaw of legislation needed to support the Water Framework Directive and is key to protecting our waters against harmful chemicals.  This legislation is essential to ensure that the highest standards are met to protect plants and water-life, as well as humans. It is particularly crucial now that standards are set as we do not know how climate change will impact on the quality of our rivers and lakes.  Working closely with industry organisations and environmental lobby groups, we worked out a balance between meeting our environmental responsibilities and protecting our ports and water industries from undue bureaucratic and financial burdens.”
EU's record on Zimbabwe 'scandalous'
 

Geoffrey Van Orden, the Conservative MEP who has been banned from Zimbabwe for spearheading the European Parliament's opposition to the Mugabe regime, has called on the EU to intensify its sanctions against Zimbabwe.  Mr Van Orden, who has initiated all six resolutions of the European Parliament on Zimbabwe, said: “Morgan Tsvangirai withdrew from this vicious pantomime of an election with an urgent appeal to the international community to halt the systematic genocide by Robert Mugabe of his own people.  The EU's response must be to intensify its sanctions and implement them with total rigour. The record of the EU on this is scandalous, and real co-operation must now ensue with other sanction-making bodies to prevent the kind of evasions we have thus far seen.  The Ambassadors of all EU Member States represented in Africa should be demanding action from the African Governments to which they are accredited. Only a global coalition of political will is now enough to lift the night from the darkest days in the history of Zimbabwe."
Small business must come first
 
Conservative MEPs have given a cautious welcome to the European Commission’s Small Business Act, which was adopted at the end of June.  The initiative aims to encourage the development of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), for example by making greater efforts to remove the regulatory burden on SMEs and by improving information provision on business opportunities through the EU’s single market.  Conservative Internal Market spokesman Malcolm Harbour MEP said:  “The adoption of these wide ranging plans is a clear sign that the role of SMEs is being properly understood, but regulators must take this seriously. So far, SMEs have been very disappointed at the amount of legislation they have to deal with. We have now raised their expectations and now the European Union and all Member State administrations have to deliver.  I am encouraged by this Commission initiative, and Conservative MEPs will continue our strong campaigning on behalf of SMEs."
 
MEPs launch new DVD

Conservative MEPs have launched a new DVD entitled ‘MEPs – Making a Difference’.  It aims to highlight, in short, digestible clips, examples of Conservative MEPs achieving positive and tangible results on day-to-day issues for their constituents in the UK.  It is told from the perspective of those who have been helped by Conservative MEPs over specific issues and legislation.  Copies are available free from the Conservative MEPs’ London Office (see contact details below).
The European Parliament next meets in plenary on 7-10 July in Strasbourg.  The agenda includes: the French EU Presidency, EU Enlargement, the Olympics, social security systems, energy markets (natural gas), regulations on food additives, the EU Emissions Trading Scheme and the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure.
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For further information please contact Conservatives in the European Parliament

London Office, 30 Millbank, London, SW1P 4DP

Tel 0207 222 1994 E-mail meps@conservatives.com
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